English translation of the press release  
ITALIAN EXHIBITION GROUP: BEER ATTRACTION HOSTS EAGERLY EXPECTED EVENTS, SUCH AS THE 14th “BEER OF THE YEAR” 

At Rimini expo centre on 16th February, 

the awards ceremony of the 14th edition of the most important beer prize in Italy.
On the jury the world’s major connoisseurs of craft beer tasting
Rimini, 14th February 2019 – Beer Attraction is expanding and, after BBTech Expo and Food Attraction, the two expos are being flanked by Italgrob’s International Horeca Meeting in 2019. Italian Exhibition Group, from 16th to 19th February 2019, will thus form a real food and beverage food service hub, with a decidedly international horizon.
But, as we know, you never forget your first love…. so beer, in all its speciality beer and craft forms, will be the true star of the 5th edition of the fair, with an important increase in exhibition space and a very busy program of events dedicated to trade members of the entire product chain. 
As is now the tradition, things get under way with the 14th edition of Beer of the Year, Italy’s most important beer contest, the awards ceremony of which will be held on 16th February in the Beer Arena (at 2 pm in Hall C3). 1994 beers will be presented by 327 brewers in 41 style categories, with an increase of 20% on 2018. Over 100 connoisseurs from Italy, Europe and the United States will judge the 5 best craft beers in each category. The title of Brewery of the Year will go to the brewery totalling the most points with its competing beers. 
The international level of the expo is also confirmed by the participation of the world’s major craft beer associations, who will network at Beer Attraction on the regulations and possible strategies to develop in coming years. These include the huge USA Brewers Association, which on February 18th will take part in the talk show “US craft beers and European craft beers: two markets in comparison”, along with Unionbirrai and other exponents of the European craft beer culture.
The Lounge Area reserved for foreign buyers has also increased and will have a particularly attentive focus on the German, French and Spanish markets, thanks also to close collaboration with the ITA. 

There will be numerous workshops and events, organized by Unionbirrai, Cerb and the University of Udine, such as the beer tapping course “Let’s learn the art of perfect service” and the tasting course “Beer vs Wine” on Sunday 17th. On Sunday, Maurizio Maestrelli, journalist and one of the sector’s great experts, is presenting his book “Trenta birre che hanno fatto la storia della birra” (Thirty beers that made beer history), thirty stories that manage to draw the largest possible number of people to the world’s most popular alcoholic beverage.
Plus many mix ’n’ match sessions with craft beer and quality cuisine during the tasting course “Italian beer encounters the Amalfi Coast”, on Monday 18th February, and the “Beer and cheeses” course  on Sunday 17th. 
A complete overview of the events dedicated to beer can be found here: 

https://en.beerattraction.it/events/program/complete-program/e7667021/training.html
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